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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear RES Parents and Guardians,

As you may have seen in this month’s newsletter, we are getting ready for this year’s Science Fair which will be held on Thursday, May 18.  Grades 3 to 5 students will be presenting individual or small group projects.  Because Science is not part of 5A’s curriculum, it is optional whether students in this class participate or not.  All work will need to be done at home.  If they choose to participate, their project should be based on one of the following topics: the properties of matter or simple machines.
Students should think of a testable question. For example, “Do airplanes fly?” is not a testable question because we know they do. “How do airplanes fly?” is also not a testable question. However, “If I change the wingspan of an airplane, will it affect the distance of the plane?” is a testable question because students could make a model and try different sizes of wings.  
We will be evaluating students on their testable question, how they note their observations, and the conclusions they draw from their data. They will also be assessed on how well they present their project.  Students in 5A will be working on their projects at home.  The school will provide each student with a Bristol board with which to present their projects.  Last, but not least, parents may be required to buy some material for their child’s experiment.  
[image: C:\Users\julia.mazerolle\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\B7MBA1MV\MC900351968[1].wmf]	Thank you in advance for your support.  We hope to make this year’s Science Fair a success!


Sincerely,

Grade 3-5 Teachers
[image: http://www.columbia.k12.fl.us/fortwhiteelem/ls8_kids1.gif]


The Scientific Process Method

A.    TITLE: Choose a problem to investigate. Be sure it is something you can ask a question about and investigate through experimenting or observing. (Ex: The relation of seed size to plant size.)

B.    QUESTION: State your problem in the form of a question. What do you want to find out? (Ex: Do bigger seeds make bigger plants?)

C.    HYPOTHESIS: This is a guess of what you think will happen. (Ex: Bigger seeds will turn into bigger plants.)

D.    MATERIALS: List the materials used during the project.

E.    PROCEDURE: Write the step-by-step directions of what you will do.

F.    OBSERVATIONS: Begin the experiment and observation. Gather as much information as possible. Record your observations and date each entry. This may be included on the display board or kept in a log.

G.    DATA: Study the information gathered. Decide what it means. Choose a way to display and explain your findings- such as a table or graph.

H.     CONCLUSION: Draw conclusions about your data. Compare your results with your hypothesis. Write a statement to tell if your data supports or rejects the hypothesis.

I.    Design and construct exhibit: Standard White Display Boards will be provided for the students who wish to participate.  Next page is the example of the board you should use.  
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Question

{What do you
want to know?}

Does a dog’s
mouth have more
germs than a
human mouth?

Yuck! Mouth

(Creative, Catchy, Unique)

Hypothesis

{If.
then...

If a dog’s mouth is
swabbed, then it
will show it has
more germs than a
human mouth.

Materials

Procedure

{List every item you
need to complete the
experiment and how
many of each item.

Bibliography

(Mount to the
back of your
display board.

{Step by step
instructions.
Anyone should be
able to duplicate
your experiment,
by following the

Results

(State exactly
what
happened.)

The human
mouth grew the
most bacteria
faster than the
dogs.

Teldees directions.}
i Prepare agar in
i i dishes.
3. Q-tips (1 box petr
- ) Swab each dog’s
4. Agar (1 bottle) mou;h 3 t:|mes.
Swab eacl
5. Petri dishes (18) person’s mouth 3
times.
6.
Data Tables
Charts

Graphs

Conclusion
(I found out...)

I found that a dog’s
mouth is much cleaner
that the human mouth
because it grew less
bacteria.
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